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SLOVENIANS STUDYING IN THE U.S. INCREASED 30% IN 2014/15 

 
The number of Slovenian students studying in the U.S. increased by 30% in the 2014/15 
academic year with 245 Slovenians pursuing university study in the U.S. The number of 
American students studying in Slovenia also increased dramatically, by 53% in 2014/15, to 75 
students.   
 
The numbers come from the 2015 Open Doors Report on International Educational Exchange, 
released November 16 in Washington, D.C. The new report showed the number of international 
students at U.S. colleges and universities had the highest rate of growth in 35 years, increasing 
by 10% to a record high of 974,926 students in the 2014/15 academic year.  
 
After several years of relatively flat growth of Slovenia students studying in the U.S., this 30% 
leap forward—among the highest worldwide—is a strong indicator of the value Slovenian 
students see in American universities. Slovenian students studying in the U.S. show strong 
interest in fields such as business/entrepreneurship, engineering and science, in addition to the 
multidisciplinary liberal arts education prevalent at U.S. schools.   
 
The number of U.S. students going to Slovenia to study for academic credit at their home 
university in the United States increased by 53.1% to 75 students. While study abroad by 
American students has more than tripled in the last two decades, reaching a new high of 
304,467, still only about 10% of U.S. students study abroad before graduating from college.  
 
“Study in international environments is vital for students looking to understand and succeed in 
an increasingly interconnected world. I am pleased to see a big increase in the number of 
Slovenian students studying in the U.S. and Americans choosing to study abroad in Slovenia.  
And we hope to see even more education exchange in the years to come,” said U.S. 
Ambassador Brent R. Hartley. 
 
Javni sklad (http://www.sklad-kadri.si/), the EducationUSA representative in Slovenia, offers 
Slovenian students information and advising regarding U.S. universities, including information 
on scholarships and fellowships. Javni sklad regularly partners with the U.S. Embassy in 
Ljubljana on outreach events such as school visits, counseling sessions, and university fairs. 
 
The United States hosts more of the world’s 4.5 million globally mobile college and university 
students than any other country in the world, almost double that of the next host country.  In 
2014/15, there were 88,874 more international students enrolled in U.S. higher education 
compared to 2013/14. The Open Doors report is published annually by the Institute of 
International Education in partnership with the U.S. Department of State's Bureau of 
Educational and Cultural Affairs to mark the celebration of International Education Week. 



 
Contact: 
Špela Horjak, Public Affairs Office at the U.S. Embassy in Slovenia, e-mail: 
horjaks@state.gov, phone: 01 200 56 16, mobile: 040 523 148 
Sharon Witherell, Institute of International Education, switherell@iie.org 
Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs, U.S. Department of State, ECA-
Press@state.gov  
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